
 

QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT HA’AZINU 

  
 

Q-1. (a) Why did Moshe begin Ha’azinu’s song by telling heaven and earth to “listen” (4 reasons)? (b) Why did Moshe compare “likchi” 
(my teaching, i.e., the Torah) to rain (4 reasons)? (c) (1) Why is “ve-chirvivim a-lei eisev” (and like droplets on the grass) followed by “Ki 
sheim Hashem ekra” (when I call out Hashem’s name) (2 reasons)? (2) How do we know that (i) we must recite a beracha before 
learning Torah? (ii) one should invite others to a zimun before benching? (iii) it is greater to respond “amen” to a beracha than to recite 
it? (iv) when a blessing was recited in the Beit haMikdash, Bnei Yisrael responded, “Baruch Shem Kevod Malchuto” (Blessed is the 
Name of glory of His Kingdom)? (Devarim 32:1-3) 
 
A-1.  (a) (1) If Bnei Yisrael deny that they had agreed to Hashem’s covenant, the heavens and earth, which last forever, will be 

witnesses; (2) if Bnei Yisrael keep the covenant, Hashem will reward them with good weather (from heaven) and good agriculture (from 
the earth), but He will punish them if they violate the covenant (Rashi). (3) The heavens will testify whether Bnei Yisrael have observed 
mitzvot related its functioning, e.g., kiddush ha-chodesh and those related to the yamim tovim, and the earth will testify whether they 
observed agricultural laws, e.g., ma’aseir and kilayim; (4) just as heaven and earth “listen” to Hashem and constantly obey His 
commands, so should Bnei Yisrael (Sifrei). (b) Just like water, the Torah (1) comes from heaven; (2) is indispensible for the survival of 
Bnei Yisrael; (3) purifies Bnei Yisrael; (4) should be sought constantly by Bnei Yisrael (Sifrei). (c) (1) To teach that we must recite (i) 
special prayers when Hashem withholds rain; (ii) a unique beracha for each type of food (Ba’al haTurim). (2) (i) From “ki sheim Hashem 
ekra” (when I call out Hashem’s name), ha-vu godel Lei-lokeinu” (ascribe greatness to the Almighty) (Berachot 31a). (ii) From “ki sheim 
Hashem ekra”; (iii) from “ha-vu godel Lei-lokeinu” (Berachot 53b). (iv) From “ha-vu godel Lei-lokeinu” (Ta’anit 16b).   
 
 
Q-2.  Why did Moshe call (a) Hashem “the Rock” (3 views)? (b) Bnei Yisrael “a vile and unwise people” (4 views)? (Devarim 32:4,6) 
 
A-2.  6.  (a) Moshe said Hashem’s Judgment is perfect (1) and as firm as a rock (ibn Ezra).  (2) but He does not punish quickly, even 
though He is strong like a rock (Rashi). (3) even when He refused to let Moshe enter Eretz Yisrael as a result of his sin of hitting the 
rock (R. Bechaya). (b) Moshe predicted that Bnei Yisrael (1) will forget all the good that Hashem has done for them and will sin; (2) will 
not understand the consequences of their sinful behavior (Rashi); (3) will repay the good that Hashem has done for them with bad 
(Ramban). (4) will be vile in their deeds and unwise in their hearts (ibn Ezra). 
 
 
Q-3. (a) Why do we hold the lulav in the favored right hand and the etrog in the left (2 views)? (b) How do we know that (1) we must 
hold all of the arba minim to fulfill the mitzvah? (2) you do not fulfill the mitzvah on the 1

st
 day if any of the arba minim are mutilated? (c) 

Are the arba minim required to be “hadar” (beautiful) all 7 days (2 views)? (d) Why can you not fulfill the mitzvah with a stolen lulav (1) 
on Sukkot’s 1

st
 day? (2) on Chol haMo’ed?  

 
A-3.  (a) (1) We hold the lulav together with hadasim and aravot, and ¾ of the mitzvah belongs in our right hand (Sukkah 37b). (2) 
When we recite a beracha, we should hold the object in our right hand (Berachot 43b), and since the beracha mentions only the lulav, it 
belongs in the right hand (Magen Avraham 651:4). (b) From the word “u-lekachtem” (You shall take – Vayikra 23:40), which can be 
vocalized “ve-lakachta tam”, (1) meaning that you shall take the arba minim “completely”, i.e., all 4 must be held together, and (2) each 
min must be “complete, without any imperfection (Sukkot 34b). (c) “Hadar” applies (1) all 7 days (Rashi, Tosafot – Sukkah 36b). (2) only 
on the first day (Rambam – Hilchot Lulav 8:9). (d) (1) Vayikra 23:40 decrees, “You shall take [arba minim] for yourselves on the first 
day” -- “for yourselves” means that they must be your own, excluding a stolen lulav; (2) it is a mitzvah ha-ba’ah ba-aveira (resulting from 
a sin), which makes the performance invalid (Sukkah 30a).  
 
 
Q-4. (a) How do we know that (1) a stolen sukkah is invalid for the mitzvah? (2) a borrowed sukkah is valid? (3) a sukkah’s parts are 
muktza and assur be-hana’a (forbidden for personal use) during all of Sukkot (2 views)? (b) Must one place sechach on the sukkah with 
the intent to do the mitzvah (2 views)? (c) Since there is a principle “ha-machmir tavo alav beracha” (he who is strict will be blessed), 
why is a person who is machmir to eat in a sukkah in the rain called a “hedyot” (an ignoramus – Yerushalmi Berachot 1:9) (4 reasons)? 
(d) If a man eats in his house because it is raining, and the rain stops during the meal, should he finish the meal in the sukkah? (e) In 
the Ashkenazi chronological order of the ushpizin (spiritual sukkah guests), Yosef is 4

th
, after Yaakov, but why is Yosef 6

th
 in the 

kabalistic sefirot (divine emanation) order?  
 
A-4.  (a) (1) The Torah says, “make for yourself [a sukkah]”, i.e., do not steal one (Sukkah 9a). (2) Vayikra 23:42 says, “every citizen of 
Yisrael shall sit ba-sukkot”, spelled without a vav, which teaches that it would be proper for all of Yisrael to dwell in one sukkah, and this 
teaches that people can sit in a sukkah one after another, by borrowing it (Rashi – Sukkah 27b). (3) (i) Vayikra 23:34 says, “Chag 
haSukkot, 7 days for Hashem”, meaning that the sukkah serves Hashem, not for our personal benefit; (ii) The name Korban Chagiga 
(festival offering) comes from the word “chag”, and just as the Korban Chagiga is holy, so is the Chag’s sukkah; (b) (1) Beit Shammai 
says yes; (2) Beit Hillel says no, but all agree that the sechach must be placed with the intent to provide shade (Sukkah 9a). (c) (1) It is 
good to be machmir when a mitzvah exists, but when it rains, there is no mitzvah of leisheiv ba-sukkah, since the rain cancels the shem 
mitzvah (Ritva – Kiddushin 31). (2) Being strict for the purpose of hiddur (enhancing the) mitzvah or making a seyag (protective fence) 
around the mitzvah is praiseworthy, but if one acts “setam derech chumra” (simply for strictness), such as eating in a sukkah in the rain, 
he is a hedyot (Shuchan Aruch haRav – Hilchot Tefilin 32). (3) Following the stricter opinion when it is not the established halacha is 
admirable, but sitting in the sukkah when one is exempt is improper according to all opinions and therefore not admirable (Pri 
Megadim). (4) Since rain on Sukkot is like a slave pouring a cup of water for his master, and the master pours the water on the slave’s 
head, Hashem is telling us that He does not want our mitzvah of sukkah at that time (Sukkah 28b). (d) He is not required to return to the 
sukkah because of tircha yeteira (too much of a bother), but he may be machmir and finish eating in the sukkah (Shulchan Aruch 
639:7). (e) Mishlei 10:25 says, “Tzadik yesod olam” (The righteous one is the foundation of the world) – the 6

th
 sefira is “yesod” 

(foundation), and since Yosef is known as “the Tzadik,” his righteousness represents the yesod of the universe (Zohar – Emor).  



 
 
Q-5. (a) Why do we recite the full Hallel on all of the days of Sukkot but not on all of the days of Pesach (2 reasons)? (b) During the 7 

days of Sukkot, what were the total numbers of (1) bulls and (2) lambs offered as korbanot Musaf in the Beit haMikdash, and what do 
they represent? (Bamidbar 29:11). (c) What is the Torah source for the nisuch ha-mayim (water libations) on Sukkot (2 views)? (d) 
What ritual object in shul is rooted in the “great improvement” in the Beit haMikdash that resulted from Simchat Beit ha-Sho’eiva (Water 
Drawing Celebration) on the 2

nd
 night of Sukkot? 

 
A-5. (a) (1) The different number of bulls that were offered for each day’s Musaf indicated that Sukkot is a series of one-day festivals 
requiring Hallel each day, but Pesach’s Musaf was the same each day, indicating one long festival, requiring the full Hallel only on the 
1

st
 day (Arachin 10a-b). (2) The joy of Sukkot requires reciting Hallel each day, but since the Mitzrim, who were Hashem’s creation died 

on the 7
th
 day of Pesach at the yam suf, we do not recite the full joyous Hallel on that day, and also not on Chol haMoed, so that it 

should not seem that Chol haMoed is superior to the Yom Tov of the last day of Pesach (Yalkut Shimoni – Emor). (b) (1) The 70 bulls 
were offered for the benefit of the world’s 70 nations; (2) the 98 lambs protected Bnei Yisrael from the 98 curses in the tochacha in  Ki 
Tavo (Rashi). (c) (1) In the musaf korbanot during  Sukkot, the Torah says (i) “ve-niskeihem” (their libations – Bamidbar 29:19), which is 

in the plural on the 2
nd

 day, by adding an extra mem, (ii) u-nesacheha (its libations – 29:31) on the 6
th
 day, which has an extra yud, and 

(iii) ke-mishpatam (like their laws – 29:33) on the 7
th
 day, with an extra mem, and the extra letters – mem, yud, mem – spell mayim 

(water). (2) Concerning the wine libations, 28:7 says, “haseich nesech”, and the double term indicates 2 libations, wine and water 
(Ta’anit 2b-3a). (d) A mechitza was instituted in shul because Chazal ordered a balcony erected in the Beit haMikdash courtyard to 

separate the men and women and prevent kalut rosh (inappropriate mingling) at Simchat Beit haSho’eiva (Sukkah 51b).  
 
 
Q-6. (a) Why do we read Kohelet on Sukkot (4 reasons)? (b) Since the Torah says, “You shall dwell in sukkot 7 days,” why does eating 
in a sukkah on Shemini Atzeret not violate bal tosif (the ban on adding to Hashem’s mitzvot) (2 reasons)? (c) We begin saying “mashiv 
ha-ruach” in the Shemoneh Esrei of Shemini Atzeret, but when, according to Masechet Ta’anit, should we begin saying, “ve-tain tal u-
matar” (5 opinions)? (d) What is the source for celebrating with a feast upon completing the Torah on Simchat Torah? (e) Why is the 
sky blue? (f) In the Torah’s 1

st
 verse, what are 2 proofs that Hashem completed Creation in Tishrei (R. Eliezer – Rosh Hashana 27a), 

rather than in Nissan (R. Yehoshua)? (Vayikra 23:42; Devarim 14:22-16:17; Bamidbar 29:35-30:1)   
 
A-6. (a) (1) Shlomo haMelech wrote Kohelet to be read during the Hakheil ceremony (Devarim 31:10-13) which takes place on Sukkot 
(Mateh Moshe). (2) Kohelet 11:2 says, “give a portion to 7 or 8,” referring to the korbanot that Bnei Yisrael brought on the 7 days of 
Sukkot and on the one day of Shemini Atzeret (Eruvin 40b). (3) Since Kohelet praises joy, for Hashem blesses whoever rejoices with 
his portion in life, it is a fitting reading for the joyous festival of Sukkot (Hagahot Minhagim). (4) Kohelet describes the futility of worldly 
striving, and the flimsy sukkah symbolizes the futility of acquiring one’s possessions, since we need only Hashem’s protection (Sefer 
haManhig). (b) (1) Eating in a sukkah on Shemini Atzeret does not add to the mitzvah to eat in a sukkah, since one’s sukkah may be 
attractive to him, and he may want to eat in it without intending to do the mitzvah of sukkah (Sukkah 47a – Tosafot). (2) By not reciting 
the beracha of lesheiv ba-sukkah, we show that unlike the preceding days, we are not adding an extra day to the mitzvah of sukkah, 
and are not violating bal tosif (Mordechai). (c) (1) Immediately after Shemini Atzeret, according to Rebi Yochanan (Ta’anit 4b). The 
mishnah in Ta’anit 10a gives the dates of (2) 3 MarCheshvan, according to Rebi Meir; (3) 7 MarCheshvan, according to Rabbi Yehuda; 
(4) 17

 
MarCheshvan, according to Rebi Yosi; (5) 60 days after the beginning of Tekufat Tishrei; i.e, December 4

th
 or 5

th
, according to 

Chananya (Ta’anit 10a). (d) After Hashem gave Shlomo haMelech wisdom even to understand birds’ chirping, I Melachim 3:15 states 
that Shlomo came to Yerushalayim, stood before the aron, offered korbanot and made a banquet for all his servants in honor of his 
wisdom, and we learn from this that one who completes the Torah, which is all wisdom, should make a feast (Shir ha-Shirim Raba 1). 
(e) The sky reflects the Kisei haKavod (Heavenly Throne), which is sapphire (Chulin 89a). (f) (1) The letters of the word “Bereishit” can 

be arranged to spell “be’alef Tishrei” (on 1 Tishrei), which is the date of Rosh Hashana; (2) the gematria of “Bereishit bara” (In the 
beginning, [Hashem] created) is 1,116, which is the same gematria as “be-Rosh Hashana nivra” (on Rosh Hashana [the world] was 
created) (Ba’al haTurim). 
 
 
Q-7.  In the haftara for (a) Ha’azinu, what do we learn about the order of tefila from “With praises I call Hashem, and I am saved from 
my enemies?” (II Shmuel 22:4) (b) the 1

st
 day of Sukkot, why will the nations come to Yerushalayim to celebrate Sukkot (3 views)? 

(Zecharya 14:16)  
 
A-7.  (a) First, we should praise Hashem, then say our requests, as we do in Shemoneh Esrei (Ralbag). (b) (1) On Sukkot, Hashem 
judges the world for rain, which is important to all nations, and since one who offers a korban must be present (or use a shaliach), the 
nations will visit Yerushalayim to ask for beneficial rainfall (Netziv). (2) Avoda Zara 3a states that when the nations, in yemot 
haMashi’ach, will complain that if Hashem had given them the Torah, they would have observed it, He will give them an opportunity to 
show their faith in Him by observing the mitzvah of sukkah (David Cohen). (3) The name of the enemy nation Gog is similar to “gag” 
(roof) – the nations will admit that the flimsy sukkah shows that Hashem assured Bnei Yisrael’s safety, unlike the sturdy gag that did not 
protect them (Hirsch). 


